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Our Ref. KCO/CTA 
 
23rd March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re. COVID-19 critical worker guidance 
 
Please find the information below as set out by the Diocese of Leeds. It reflects the current 
national situation. 
 
Following the change in the Government guidance from key worker to CRITICAL worker and 
amendments to the critical worker list, we need to review the level of childcare the school can 
support when taking account of the availability of staff.  
 
As part of the social isolation response, as few children as possible should be making the journey 
to school, so that any risk is as low as possible for children and staff. The principle from the DfE 
guidance is that every child who can safely stay at home should do so. 
 
The guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) states that the following principles apply: 
 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

2. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, 

then educational provision will be available for them. 

3. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent 

social distancing category such as grandparents, friends or family members with underlying 

conditions. 

4. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a 

way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social 

distancing principles as adults. 

The school now needs to identify if your work as a parent who has requested childcare is critical to 
the COVID-19 response such as front-line NHS/distribution driver.  
 
The childcare is for those whose parents simply cannot continue the national effort without 
assistance. The childcare is not because you would rather be in a position to work if not a critical 
worker.  
 
Some employers are now making arrangements to meet parental needs, and you should try to find 
ways of keeping your child safely away from school. There will also be some parents who are 
reallocated roles and become critical workers and at that point may need to request childcare. 
 
If you believe your role is that of a critical worker, provision will continue to be made for your child, 
though the place where it is provided may change over time.  
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The school needs proof that you are a critical worker, and I would be grateful if you could provide 
a letter from your employer to confirm this, by 27th March 2020, by email.  
 
If you find you no longer need childcare and you have informed us that you do need childcare, 
please inform the school as soon as possible so staffing levels can be managed.  
 
Similarly, if you find you need certain days and not others, please let us know.  
 
The email to use is office@aschc.com.  
 
Please help us by ensuring we have up to date contact details so if we need to ask you to collect 
your child if they become ill, there is as little delay as possible. 
 
The DfE guidance (which is subject to change a short notice) is available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 
and: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-school-closures/guidance-for-schools-about-
temporarily-closing 
 
Notwithstanding the above, government advice is changing by the hour. 
 
I am very grateful for the great kindness and support the school has received from parents and 
carers. This is a challenging time for all of us both professionally and in supporting our families. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ms K Colligan 
Principal 
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