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Dear Year 9 Students and Parent/Carers 
 
Welcome to our Year 9 Options Choices 2021.  Year 9 students are about to enter a very 
important phase in their education and will soon be making choices about which subjects 
to study in Year 10 and 11.  This booklet provides students with the information needed to 
make the right choices and prepare for success at Key Stage 4. 
 
At All Saints, we aim to provide a broad and balanced education for all of our students, 
enabling them to develop a wide range of knowledge and skills to support them in their 
future choices.  At the same time, we are committed to ensuring that students follow a 
course that is appropriate to their needs and abilities.   
 
All students will complete GCSE courses in English Language, English Literature, Maths, 
Religious Studies and Science.  Students will also have timetabled lessons in Core Physical 
Education and they will receive Careers and PSHCE education.  Additional subjects are 
offered as Options.  These courses are a mixture of GCSEs and Vocational qualifications, the 
details of which are included in this booklet. 
 
Students will be guided along one of three Learning Routes and will have two or three 
Option choices.  The Learning Routes are: 
 

• Academic Route:  Students on this route will study three Options.  They must choose a 
Humanities subject (Geography or History) and a Language subject (French).  Their third 
Option is a free choice.    

 

• Progress Route:  Students on this route will study three Options.  They must choose one 
of the following EBACC subjects: Computer Science; French; Geography; History; or 
Triple Award Science.  Their other two Options are free choice. 

 

• GCSE Support Route:  Students on this route will study two Options.  They will also 
receive additional GCSE study support. 

 
Students are required to make reserve Option choices.  Whilst the school will endeavour to 
ensure that all students get their first choices, this may not always be possible for the 
following reasons: 
 

• More students choose a course than there are places available. 

• Not enough students choose a course and we are unable to run it. 

• We believe a student has made an inappropriate or unwise choice.  
 
Some students may therefore be allocated their reserve choice.  In these cases, parents 
and students will be kept fully informed.   
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Our priority is to ensure that all our students are guided and supported throughout the 
Options process.  Students will complete the C&K Careers Directions booklet during Life 
Skills lessons.  They will also have the opportunity to meet with a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team to discuss their Options.  
 
Students will complete their Option choices using Options Online.  Students will receive 
logins and guidance on how to complete their Options during Tutorial.  The deadline for 
the completion of Option choices via Options Online is Friday 7th May 2021. 
 
In addition to the contents of this booklet, a range of information is available on our 
website to assist parents in helping students make informed choices regarding their 
Options.  This includes: 
 

• Presentations explaining the Options process. 

• Subject videos with details of the courses on offer. 

• Guidance on completing Options choices using Options Online. 

• Options queries form. 
 
We hope you find the information provided in this booklet useful.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s Learning Tutor in the first instance, if you have any concerns or 
questions.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mrs C Durrance 
Achievement Coordinator Year 9 
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Please encourage your child to use all of the support and guidance available to them 
throughout the Options process.  Students should: 
 

• Think carefully about why they want to choose some subjects and not others.  Students 
should choose subjects because: they enjoy them; they are good at them; and they 
would like to study them at college or university.  They should not choose a subject 
because their friend is choosing it or because they like the teacher. 

• Research careers they are interested in and which subjects will help them achieve this. 

• Talk to their teachers about the subjects that they are interested in. 
 
As students begin their Key Stage 4 courses, they will notice a considerable change in the 
pace and nature of the work.  The increased demands of courses will become evident from 
the start of Year 10 and it is important students adopt effective work practices from the 
beginning of September.  Key points to consider as students begin these critical years are: 
 

• Working environment:  It is crucial that students have a quiet space to complete work 
at home. 

 

• Balance of work and play:  Help students manage their timetable of work and extra-
curricular activities effectively. 

 

• Celebrating achievement:  We all thrive when we receive praise and success and our 
students will not be an exception. 

 

• Encouragement during times of academic difficulty:  Support and encourage students 
to seek advice from yourself and the school staff.  Encourage them to attend revision 
classes in order to help overcome any concerns that they may have. 

 

• Be the student:  Take an interest in their work by learning with them.  Reversing the 
roles and asking students to teach you what they are learning at school can clarify their 
learning and understanding of their academic studies. 

 

• Attendance:  Excellent attendance, punctuality and behaviour are essential to success at 
Key Stage 4.  Every student will need to maximise the help given by teachers by being in 
every lesson for each of the subjects that they are studying. 

 

• Communication:  If in doubt, ask!  Staff are always on hand to support students and 
indeed parents through the GCSE years.  Learning Tutors, Achievement Coordinators, 
Heads of Faculty, Senior Leaders and the Principal are always available to answer your 
questions and clarify any uncertainties you may have. 
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What is the EBACC?  The English Baccalaureate is a list of subjects which sixth form colleges 
and universities prefer a student to have studied at least to GCSE level.  The subjects are: 
English Language; English Literature; Maths; Sciences (including Computer Science); 
Geography or History; a Language. 
 
What are Vocational Qualifications?  Vocational qualifications enable students to gain 
knowledge, understanding and skills relating to a specific vocational sector.  These 
qualifications also develop essential employability skills that are valued by employers, 
further and higher education.  They are equivalent to GCSE qualifications.  There are two 
levels of entry for these qualifications, Level 1 and Level 2 and are graded at Distinction *, 
Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
 
Can I choose whatever I want for my Options?  Students will be guided along one of three 
Learning Routes and will have two or three Option choices.  However, the school will look 
carefully at your choices and talk with you and your parents if we believe you have selected 
subjects that are not appropriate for you.  
 
Are there any entry requirements?  If you want to study Computer Science or Triple Award 
Science you must have a GCSE Target Grade of 6 or higher. 
 

If you want to study Music you should already be learning a musical instrument or having 
singing lessons.  It is recommended that students take part in a musical extracurricular 
activity and have instrumental or vocal tuition. 
 
Are there any combinations of subjects that are not allowed?  No, you may select the 
subjects that interest you.  However, we recommend you choose a balance of subjects.  Try 
not to choose subjects that are similar (e.g. Computer Science and iMedia). 
 
Will I have the same teachers as this year?  Possibly not.  The timetable is very different in 
Year 10 and 11.  Do not pick a subject just because you like your current teacher. 
 
Will I be in the same classes as my friends?  Not necessarily.  Do not pick a subject just 
because your friend has. 
 
Will I have subjects chosen for me if I miss the deadline for completing my options? No, 
but be aware that you may miss out on any subjects that are already full. 
 
When will I find out what my Options will be?  You will get final confirmation of your 
choices in the summer term.  We will talk to you and your parents if there are any issues 
with your choices.
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Examination Board: EDUQAS GCSE Religious Studies Route B 
 

Why do some people believe in God?  What happens when you die?  What moral laws should I live by?  
How do Catholics follow the Bible and Catechism?  
 

Throughout our lives, we ask important questions.  These can be prompted by events in our lives or 
simply because we are reflecting more deeply on the meaning of life.  In Religious Studies, we explore 
many of these questions and responses to them in the light of the teachings of Christianity and 
specifically the Catholic Faith.  You will also study beliefs and practices in Judaism.  
 

Religious Studies is a course in which you are encouraged to ask questions.  You are required to listen 
to others and you are invited to make informed decisions about important issues.  This GCSE asks you 
to think about your responses to ethical issues and understand viewpoints that are different from your 
own.  GCSE Religious Studies touches on science, current affairs and many other subjects.  It is a good 
accompaniment to both arts subjects and the sciences and is one of the fastest growing GCSEs.  We 
have good links with Greenhead College and New College where many of our students progress to 
study Religious Studies at A Level.  
 

Assessment Details:  Candidates will sit three written exams, there is no coursework element. 
 

Component 1:  Foundational Catholic Theology   
Assessed through a 1.5 hour written examination. Worth 37.5% of final mark. 

• Origins and Meaning 

• Good and Evil  
 

Component 2:  Applied Catholic Theology 
Assessed through a 1.5 hour written examination. Worth 37.5% of final mark. 

• Life and Death 

• Sin and Forgiveness 
 

Component 3:  Judaism 
Assessed through a 1 hour written exam. Worth 25% of final mark 

• Beliefs and Teachings 

• Practices 
 

What can I do with a Religious Studies qualification?  
Religious Studies is regarded as an important subject by employers, further and higher education 
institutes.  A study of Religious Studies shows that students have knowledge of certain religious 
concepts and ideas, they show an understanding of why these concepts are important, and have the 
ability to reflect on important issues in society.  It shows they have communication skills, both verbal 
and written, and an ability to present a point of view whilst also respecting those of others. 
 

It is possible to continue the study of Religious Studies at A level.  At these levels, it is a good 
accompaniment to many different subjects in the arts, such as English, History and some of the 
Sciences.  It can also be studied in higher education.  These qualifications can lead to careers in 
teaching, journalism, police, social work, law and local government.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE English Language (8700) English Literature (8702) 
 

English is a compulsory subject and offers two GCSEs: English Language and English Literature.  These 
two qualifications are taught side by side.  We study in a combination of ways - individually, in pairs 
and groups.  We do engage in Drama activities as a way to engage with characters in books, poems 
and plays, and role-play to give a greater awareness of a character’s purpose and motivation.  
 

Handwritten responses are the form of our examinations, with some non-assessed spoken 
presentations.  You can expect lots of writing practice - fiction, non-fiction and Literature.  We also, 
obviously, do a great deal of reading.  Every student can make a positive difference to their eventual 
result by engaging in reading at home for interest and pleasure - fiction or non-fiction, newspapers, 
magazines, autobiographies - take your pick!  But try to make it reading on paper for best impact.  We 
also encourage free-writing at home - imaginative and creative writing where students trial different 
genres, consider different plots, create heroic protagonists and worthy adversaries! 
 

English Language is the key qualification for access to further education.  English Literature is also an 
important and prestigious course.  Literature is a more sophisticated term for ‘texts worth reading’ - 
the type of texts which built a student’s cultural capital.  In essence, we are looking at life through 
somebody else’s eyes, to see things we may have missed, and understand things about ourselves that 
we may not have realised.  We share other people’s lives and broaden our own understanding.  When 
we study a novel or a poem or a play, we look at how words can produce a particular effect or 
emotion and evaluate how this happens.  Explorations include consideration of historical, 
psychological, feminist and post-colonial aspects. 
 

The study of English also helps us to be more able to think clearly and sift fact from opinion. Having a 
clear understanding of another person’s point of view and perspective can be enormously 
empowering.  Within a few years of leaving school, many of the important decisions about life are 
made: studying English effectively can help you to be more aware of the process of taking decisions 
which can affect the rest of your life. 
 

Assessment Details:  

• English Literature: 100% (2 papers). 

• English Language:  100% (2 papers).  
   

Course Details:  
English Language:  

• Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing - 50% 

• Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives - 50% 
 

English Literature: 

• Paper 1:  Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel - 40% 

• Paper 2:  Modern texts and poetry - 60% 
   

What can I do with an English qualification?  
English Language and Literature are the passports to Further and Higher Education and a grade 4 or 
grade 5 pass in English Language is considered essential for most occupations. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Mathematics (8300) 
 

Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by developing students’ abilities to calculate; to 
reason logically, algebraically, and geometrically; to solve problems and to handle data.  Mathematics 
is important for pupils in many other areas of study, particularly Science and Technology.  It is also 
important in everyday living, in many forms of employment, and in public decision-making.  As a 
subject in its own right, Mathematics presents frequent opportunities for creativity, and can stimulate 
moments of pleasure and wonder when a problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant 
solution to a problem is discovered, or when hidden connections suddenly manifest. 
 

It enables pupils to build a secure framework of mathematical reasoning, which they can use and 
apply with confidence.  The power of mathematical reasoning lies in its use of precise and concise 
forms of language, symbolism and representation to reveal and explore general relationships.  These 
mathematical forms are widely used for modelling situations; a trend accelerated by computational 
technologies. 
 

The subject transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally recognised.  Mathematics 
helps us to understand and change the world. 
 

Assessment Details:  
The course is concluded with three examinations at the end of Year 11 (two calculator papers and one 
non-calculator paper).  Candidates are expected to demonstrate the following Assessment Objectives: 
 

• AO1:  Use and apply standard techniques - 40-50% 

• AO2:  Reason, interpret and communicate Mathematically - 25-30% 

• AO3:  Solve problems within Mathematics and in other contexts - 25-30% 
 

Course Details: 
All students undertake GCSE Mathematics study.  The GCSE is linear and covers the usual topics, 
building on student’s prior learning.  These topics are: 
 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Geometry 

• Ratio and Proportion 

• Probability 

• Statistics 
 

Statistics GCSE 
In previous years we have concurrently run a GCSE Statistics course in Mathematics lesson time during 
Year 10 leading to an additional qualification. We will consider this again depending on school 
circumstances and communicate this opportunity to parents as soon as possible.  
 

What can I do with a Mathematics qualification? 
Whether it is conserving endangered species, designing computer games or helping to solve crimes, 
people with a mathematical qualification are welcome in any career you care to mention.  The 
creativity and logical thinking skills you develop in Mathematics are important in our rapidly changing 
world.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Combined Science - Trilogy (8464) 
 

This course builds upon the foundations laid in Key Stage 3, with the aim of giving you the scientific 
knowledge you need to participate in a modern, technological society.  It takes a vocational approach 
to learning and prepares you for post-16 vocational courses.  This course leads to two GCSEs in 
science, covering biology, chemistry and physics.  Throughout the course students will: 
 

• Develop their scientific knowledge, understanding and skills. 

• Take responsibility for their own learning and behaviour. 

• Foster their curiosity. 

• Develop their ability to work in teams and improve communication skills. 
 

Assessment Details: 
Exams are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.  
There is no longer any controlled assessment.  Students are expected to do 21 practical experiments in 
lessons and will be examined on aspects of these experiments as part of the written exams.  
 

There are two levels of exam, Foundation awarding grades 5-1 and Higher awarding grades 9-4.  There 
are six 1 hour and 15-minute exam papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics.  Each of the 
papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 
 

Course Details: 

• Biology:  Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and 
response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; Ecology. 

• Chemistry:  Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of 
chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; Using 
resources. 

• Physics:  Forces; Energy; Waves; Electricity; Magnetism and electromagnetism; Particle model of 
matter; Atomic structure. 

 

In addition to developing and increasing knowledge, the new science course has incorporated a 
section called ‘How Science Works’.  This part of the course is primarily about helping students to 
engage and challenge the science they meet in everyday life.  Students need to adopt a critical, 
questioning frame of mind, going ‘behind the scenes’ to understand the workings of science and how 
it impacts on society and their lives.  It will help students to: 
 

• Identify questions that science can and cannot address and how scientists look for the answers. 

• Evaluate scientific claims by judging the reliability and validity of evidence. 

• Question the scientific reports they see in the media, and to communicate their own findings.  

• Consider scientific findings in a wider context, recognising their tentative nature.  Students will be 
able to make informed judgements, including any ethical issues, which may arise.  

 

What can I do with a Science qualification? 
The Government made science a compulsory subject because it is important in so many careers.  A 
science qualification at 16 opens doors to a wide spectrum of careers because employers are aware of 
the range of skills acquired during the course.  Such a qualification can also lead to many higher level 
and vocational courses, which in turn can lead on to a vast range of careers.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Physical Education has a unique contribution to make to the school’s curriculum and many students 
enjoy the challenge of the subject.  The long-term aims of the Physical Education Department are: 
 

• That our students achieve their maximum potential. 

• That they understand the importance of Physical Education and a healthy lifestyle. 

• That they leave school with a committed interest in some physical activity, or at the very least, an 
appreciation of what is involved in skilful performance so that they can become knowledgeable 
spectators. 

 

To enable us to achieve these aims we try to cater for the needs of individuals by offering a variety of 
teaching styles.  How successful we are depends on many factors including; changing attitudes in 
society, government policy and most importantly the specific needs of our students. 
 

Assessment Details: Physical Education Core is a non-examination course. 
 

Non-Examination Course Details:  
We try to offer as broad a range as possible, and in recent years, these have included: 
 

• Football for both boys and girls 

• Mixed hockey 

• Basketball for both boys and girls 

• Netball 

• Cricket 

• Tennis for both boys and girls 

• Athletics for both boys and girls 

• Rounders 

• Rugby league boys and girls.



 

Page | 13        *Course information correct at time of publications.  

 
EBACC GCSE 

Options



COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Page | 14        *Course information correct at time of publications.  

 

Examination Board: OCR GCSE Computer Science (J277) 
 

If you wish to study Computer Science GCSE you must have a GCSE Target Grade of 6 or higher. 
 

The course will give students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. The 
course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of computer 
science. The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills through the study 
of computer programming. 
 

Course Details: 
Computing is of enormous importance to the economy.  The role of Computer Science as a discipline 
itself and as an ‘underpinning’ subject across science and engineering is growing rapidly.  Computer 
technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that technology is consumed has been changing 
at a fast pace over recent years.  The growth in the use of mobile devices and web-related 
technologies has exploded, resulting in new challenges for employers and employees.  For example, 
businesses today require an ever-increasing number of technologically aware individuals.  This is even 
more so in the gaming, mobile and web related industries and this specification has been designed 
with this in mind.   
 

This programme of study will give students the fundamental knowledge of computers, how they are 
programmed and essentially how they work.  Students will learn how to create simple computer 
programmes, gain an understanding of the fundamental concepts around creating software 
applications and have opportunities to work collaboratively.  
 

Assessment Details: 
Assessment is via a combination of two practical examinations and a non-exam assessment. It breaks 
down as follows: 
 

• Paper 1:  Computer Systems - Externally set exam 1 hour and 30 minutes (50% of final grade). 

• Paper 2:  Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming - Externally set exam 1 hour and 30 
minutes (50% of final grade). 

 

Entry Requirements 
This course has a high technical content; curiosity and a keen interest in the development of 
computers are encouraged.  You must have excellent English and Mathematics skills and have a logical 
approach to learning and problem solving.  Above all, you must be prepared to study and work 
independently outside lessons. 
 

What can I do with a Computer Science qualification?  
The increasing importance of information technologies means there is a growing demand for 
professionals who are qualified in this area.  Students who have taken a GCSE in computing and who 
then progress to study the subject at A Level or university will have an advantage over their 
colleagues, who are picking up the subject at these levels for the first time. 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE French (8658) 
 

“UK businesses need people with language skills to operate at all levels.”  Languages Work Handbook 
for Languages and Careers 
 

“Communication barriers lead to missed business opportunities.”  Plasberg, ‘Building Bridges to 
Europe’ 
 

Being able to speak other languages is a skill that gets you ahead and earn more money.  A language 
facilitates entry to the European and global jobs market.  It can give a competitive edge over an 
opponent and is a qualification that employers respect.  Being successful at another language shows 
good communication skills and demonstrates to employers that you are willing to learn new skills and 
welcome a challenge.   
 

Employers value the key skills developed by language students: communication skills, team working, 
interpersonal skills, presentation and problem solving skills, organisational skills and good learning 
strategies.  Using a language is also a social activity and language learning leads to encounters with 
people from many backgrounds and cultures.  Working or living abroad can enrich your life and open 
many doors. Understanding other cultures increases respect and tolerance for all. 
 

Skill Areas:  
Each skill area is worth 25% of your final GCSE grade. 
 

• Listening:  Understand and respond to different types of spoken language. 

• Speaking:  Communicate and interact effectively in speech. 

• Reading:  Understand and respond to different types of written language. 

• Writing:  Communicate in writing 
 

Course Details:   
The course covers three themes: 
 

• Identity and Culture:  My family and me; technology; free time; customs and festivals 

• Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest:  Local area; social issues; global issues. 

• Current and Future Study and Employment:  My studies; life at school; education post 16; jobs, 
career choices and ambitions 

 

What can I do with an MFL qualification?  
Languages can be studied at all levels in further and higher education. Jobs in business, imports and 
exports, marketing and sales are all popular. Also travel and tourism, teaching, interpreting and 
translation, national and European government, IT, banking and finance, diplomatic service, voluntary 
aid, hotel and catering and any role requiring liaison with international countries.  Many of the top 
universities are looking for entrants with a GCSE in a modern foreign language.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 
 

"You can travel the seas, poles, and deserts and see nothing.  To really understand the world you need 
to get under the skin of the people and places.  In other words, learn about geography.  I can't imagine 
a subject more relevant in schools.  We'd all be lost without it.  Geography is the subject which holds 
the key to our future.”  Michael Palin 
 

GCSE Geography at All Saints is relevant, stimulating, interesting and develops within the individual a 
wide range of skills relevant to life and employment through a variety of modern issues and examples.  
It also includes two fieldtrips to visit areas of physical and human geography.  Past visits include day 
trips to; York, Grassington, Flamborough Head and the newly regenerated Piece Hall in Halifax. 
 

Course Details:  
As we are all too aware from logging on to the internet, opening newspapers or turning on our 
televisions, the world gets smaller and smaller every day.  This course covers all aspects of world 
geography including Tourism, Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Rivers, Cities, Landscapes and Environmental 
Issues.  A range of ICT, video, textbooks and resources are used to cover examples from all over the 
world in a colourful and exciting way.     
 

Paper 1:  Living with the Physical Environment (35%) - 1hour 30 minutes written exam 
3.1.1  The challenge of natural hazards - earthquakes, volcanoes, tropical storms and climate change 
3.1.2 Physical Landscapes in the UK - coasts and glaciation 
3.1.3  The Living World - hot deserts and tropical rainforests 
3.1.4  Geographical skills 
 

Paper 2:  Challenges in the Human Environment (35%) - 1hour 30 minutes written exam 
3.2.1  Urban issues and challenges - Lagos and London 
3.2.2  The Changing Economic World - Nigeria and the UK 
3.2.3  The Challenge of Resource management - water, food and energy 
3.2.4  Geographical Skills   
 

Paper 3:  Geographical Applications (30%) - 1 hour 15 minutes written exam 
3.3.1  Issue Evaluation (pre-release booklet – 12 weeks before the exam) 
3.3.2  Fieldwork (2 compulsory day trips to contrasting environments) 
3.3.4  Geographical Skills (map, atlas, mathematical, graphical) 
 

What can I do with a Geography qualification?  
Geography is a subject, which is included in the English Baccalaureate.  This is the list of subjects which 
Sixth Form Colleges and universities prefer a student to have studied at least to GCSE level.  
Geography is highly valued by a range of employers and education institutions for its combination of 
knowledge, integration and competence at training in key skills.  Nationally it is one of the most 
popular optional GCSE subjects.  Geography is ideally suited to careers in finance, personnel, planning 
conservation, public services, marketing, retailing, computing, management, civil service and many 
more.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
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Examination Board: OCR GCSE History B (J411) 
 

GCSE History supports students in learning more about the history of Britain and that of the wider 
world.  The study of History at GCSE inspires students to deepen their understanding of the people, 
periods and events studied; it enables them to think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, make 
informed decisions and develop perspective and judgement.  This, in turn, will prepare them for a role 
as informed, thoughtful and active citizens.  Department for Education 
 

Course Content:  
Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment, c. 1250 to present (20% of total GCSE) 
Throughout the course, students will gain a deep understanding of how crime, punishment and law 
enforcement (policing and courts) has developed since 1250 and analyse the changes and continuities 
across time periods. Students will also gain an overview of the historical context of the time periods. 
Students will study the characteristic features of medieval Britain, major religious, political and social 
changes in the Early Modern Period, the enlightenment, urbanisation and political change of Industrial 
Britain and the major technological, social and political changes of Britain since c.1900.  
 

British Depth Study: The Elizabethans, 1580-1603 (20% of total GCSE) 
Students will gain a thorough understanding of the Elizabethan court between 1580-1603. Students 
will study how Elizabeth used her power as queen to gain support, faced opposition and how she dealt 
with rebellions and threats to her power. Students will also learn about the contrasting daily lives of 
the rich, the middling sort and the poor and how Elizabeth dealt with major issues such as poverty. 
Students will gain an understanding of the cultural aspects of Elizabethan society, as well as studying 
the nature and significance of England’s connections with the wider world, such as India and Roanoke.  
 

History Around Us: Skipton Castle (20% of total GCSE) 
Students will study the history of the local site, Skipton Castle. Students will look at key issues such as; 
the purpose of the site, the development of the site over time, it’s role locally and nationally, the key 
people associated with the site and how it compares to other similar sites across the area. Students 
will learn how to refer to physical features of the site and use specialist terminology to form accurate 
descriptions of the site itself.  
 

Period Study: The Viking Expansion, c.750-1050 (20% of total GCSE) 
Students will learn about Viking society in Scandinavia, beliefs and rituals and the development of 
seafaring. Students will study how the Vikings developed trade and interaction with the Arab world 
and how they expanded into Russia, Constantinople and Baghdad. Students will gain an understanding 
of Viking raids in Britain and France and the invasion which led to the Danelaw. Students will learn of 
the development of Icelandic, Greenlandic and North American settlements and complete their study 
with an investigation into the Danish kings: Harald Bluetooth, Sweyn Forkbeard and Cnut the Great.  
 

World Depth Study: Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 (20% of total GCSE) 
Students will gain a deep understanding of Hitler and the Nazi Party and how the dictatorship was 
established. Students will focus on the use of terror and propaganda to achieve total control over the 
people and dealings with any opposition. Students will understand how life changed in Nazi Germany 
as the Nazis took over every aspect of society including marriage and education. Students will also 
learn about Nazi racial policy and the growth of persecution towards the Jewish people with an in 
depth focus on the Holocaust. Students will finish their study by investigating the nature of rule in east 
and west Europe and the various responses to Nazi rule such as the French resistance.  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-j411-from-2016/
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Assessment Objectives:  

• AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the 
periods studied.  

• AO2:  Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical 
concepts.  

• AO3:  Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make substantiated 
judgements, in the context of historical events studied.  

• AO4:  Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how 
and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

 

What can I do with a History qualification? 
History is a subject which is included in the English Baccalaureate.  This is the list of subjects which 
sixth form colleges and universities prefer a student to have studied at least to GCSE level. History is a 
vitally important subject because it provides students with skills that are transferrable, for example; 
how to analyse sources of information and evaluate them for truth and reliability; how to research 
and summarise key information and produce a coherent account. In terms of a future career, History 
is particularly relevant for a wide range of jobs including the law, journalism, the police, archaeology, 
teaching, communications, advertising, analysis, politics and many others.  
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple Award) 
 

If you wish to study Triple Award Science GCSE you must have a GCSE Target Grade of 6 or higher. 
 

This course builds upon the foundations laid in Key Stage 3, with the aim of giving you the scientific 
knowledge you need to participate in a modern, technological society.  It takes a vocational approach 
to learning and prepares you for post-16 vocational courses.  This course leads to three GCSEs in 
science - biology, chemistry and physics.  Students have to take all 3 sciences there is not the option to 
take these separately.  It is taught alongside and in conjunction with the Trilogy dual award science.  
Throughout the course students will: 
 

• Develop scientific knowledge, understanding and skills. 

• Take responsibility for their own learning and behaviour. 

• Foster their curiosity. 

• Develop their ability to work in teams and improve communication skills. 
 

Students should opt for this subject if:  
 

• You are considering taking physics, chemistry or biology at A Level as more content is covered.  

• You are considering studying science at degree level: many top universities prefer students to have 
taken Triple Science. 

• You love science! 
 

Assessment Details: 
There are two levels of exam, Foundation awarding grades 5-1 and Higher awarding grades 9-4.  All 
exams are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. There is 
no longer any controlled assessment.  Students are instead expected to do a number of practical 
experiments for each science in lesson time over the 2 years and will be examined on aspects of these 
experiments as part of the written exam papers. 
 

Biology:  Students are expected to do 10 practical experiments for Biology.  There are 2 written 
Biology exams, each 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 50% each.  

• Biology Paper 1:  Topics 1-4:  Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response and Bioenergetics.  

• Biology Paper 2:  Topics 5-7:  Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and 
Ecology. 

 

Chemistry:  Students are expected to do 8 practical experiments for Chemistry.  There are 2 written 
Chemistry exams, each 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 50% each.  

• Chemistry Paper 1:  Topics 1-5:  Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and 
the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes and Energy changes.  

• Chemistry Paper 2:  Topics 6-10:  The rate and extent of Chemical change; Organic chemistry; 
Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources. 

 

Physics:  Students are expected to do 10 practical experiments for physics.  There are 2 written 
Physics exams, each 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 50% each.  

• Physics Paper 1:  Topics 1-4:  Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure  

• Physics Paper 2:  Topics 5-8:  Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Space physics.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design (8201) 
 

GCSE Art, Craft and Design encourages students to develop: 
 

• Creativity and imagination. 

• Practical skills needed to communicate and express ideas in art and design through a range of 
different mediums. 

• Capability to study, analyse and interpret visual images. 

• Understanding of Art in its broader sense as their cultural heritage and a means self-expression 
and exploration of ideas and concepts. 

• Knowledge and understanding of different cultures and society, in history and the present day. 
 

This course promotes learning across a variety of experiences and through various processes, tools, 
techniques, materials and resources to generate different kinds of evidence of working and outcomes.  
Emphasis is on an increased breadth of approach commensurate in demand with the other titles.  The 
context of practice, rather than the breadth of activities and/or range of media employed, determines 
whether a student’s work can be described as art-based, craft-based and/or design-based. 
 

Assessment Details:  
Component 1 (Portfolio):  60%.  Approximately 3 units of coursework will be completed.  It is 
important to understand that coursework includes preparatory studies, sketchbooks, logs and journals 
which relate to the final piece.  These supporting studies represent most of the final marks. 
 

Component 2 (Externally set assignment):  40%.  A paper set by the Examination Board.  Candidates 
will choose one starting point and spend a number of weeks of preparatory studies before completing 
a final piece during a 10-hour supervised period. 
 

Course Details:  
You will have the opportunity to work in a wide range of materials and learn new skills.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate your ability to research and organise your own studies, which will include 
your knowledge and understanding of the work of artists and designers, which relate to your own 
practical work, ideas and interests. 
 

To assist with this aspect of the course there will be arranged visits to galleries and exhibitions, 
opportunities to take part in workshops and listen to various speakers from the art world who will talk 
about their subject and give an insight into Art related careers. 
 

What can I do with an Art qualification?  
GCSE Fine Art is not only for people who wish to take their art studies further or pursue a career in Art 
and Design.  It also develops your ability to work independently, think creatively and solve problems.  
These are important qualities whether applied to your professional or personal life, skills which 
colleges, universities and employers are looking for when selecting from a group of applicants. 
 

There are now also many opportunities in the field of the Arts as a high proportion of jobs in the UK 
are in this area.  For example, art therapy, illustration, graphic design and animation, stage design, 
interior design, web design, fashion/jewellery design, goldsmith, game design, freelance artist/ 
sculptor, potter, art teacher/lecturer, gallery curator, architecture, advertising and marketing.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Drama (8261) 
 

Throughout this course, students can choose to develop as a performer, designer (lighting, sound, set, 
costume, puppets) or both. Whichever option they choose, students can be sure to gather many 
invaluable skills, both theatrical and transferable, to expand their horizons. 
 

Following a course in GCSE Drama will enable students to: 

• Actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective and independent 
students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds; 

• Work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and 
communicating ideas; 

• Reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others; 

• Develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills; 

• Develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in employment and society in general as well 
as for the possible further study of drama; 

• Consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on drama texts and 
activities. 

 

Expected assessment details: 
Understanding Drama: Written examination 1 ½ Hours in length. 40% of overall mark. 
Students are required to study and evaluate a live theatre production. They will also explore and 
evaluate a published text set by the exam board. 
 

Devising Drama: Assessed by moderator. 40% of overall mark. 
Performance: 15% of overall mark 
Written Portfolio: 25% of overall mark 
Students learn to create a performance from a stimulus, working as part of a ‘Theatre Company’. They 
will practically explore a number of Devising techniques before performing the finished piece for a live 
audience. Students are required to create a detail portfolio to evidence their creative process. 
 

Texts in Practice: Assessed live by examiner. 20% of overall mark. 
Students explore the principles of acting and developing a character through the study and 
performance of a published script. Students explore acting techniques including the exploration of 
character motivation, gesture, physicality and vocal technique to apply to the scripted performance, 
before analysing and evaluating their work. 
 

What can I do with a Drama qualification? 
Drama is a subject that can lead to any destination. By exploring issues and stories through dramatic 
technique, we develop skills such as research, negotiation, communication, teamwork and 
cooperation. With these skills you will be better equipped to proceed to your chosen area of industry, 
whatever that might be, whilst also learning the skills and techniques essential for progression in the 
Creative Arts industry, which as a whole is the UK's second largest employer.  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
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Examination Board: Edexcel GCSE Music (1MU01) 
 

GCSE Music is about making and listening to music.  It covers performing, composing and listening in a 
wide variety of musical styles - popular music, world music, and classical music.  There are 
opportunities to use music technology such as sequencing and recording.  Students will enjoy this 
course if they want to study a subject that: 
 

• Involves performing. 

• Involves listening to all kinds of music. 

• Involves composing or arranging music. 

• Gives an opportunity to play music with others e.g. rock groups, bands, orchestras or choirs. 

• Gives an opportunity to learn more about and use music technology. 
 

Students should already be learning a musical instrument or having singing lessons.  It is 
recommended that students take part in a musical extracurricular activity and have instrumental or 
vocal tuition. 
 

Assessment Details:  
The scheme of assessment comprises three components: 

• Paper 1:  Solo and Group Performance completed as coursework during the course: 30%  

• Paper 2:  2 Compositions (one free and one to a given brief completed as coursework during the 
course: 30%. 

• Paper 3:  Listening and Appraising exam: 40% (One listening exam 1hr 45mins).   
 

Course Details:  

• Area of Study 1:  Instrumental Music 1700-1820. 

• Area of Study 2:  Vocal Music 

• Area of Study 3:  Music for Stage and Screen 

• Area of Study 4:  Fusion 
 

Each of these Areas of study contains two set works.  All three aspects of musical knowledge 
(performing, composing and listening) are related to each other through the Areas of Study.   
 

What can I do with a GCSE Music qualification?  
GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation for the AS/A levels 
in Music and Music Technology as well as BTEC Level 3 qualifications in Music, Popular Music, Music 
Technology and Performing Arts.  Students may also wish to take a GCSE in Music simply because they 
enjoy music and want to further develop their skills and knowledge.  GCSE Music is also a good 
qualification to take if you are considering going into further education to study other subjects other 
than music as it shows you have a wide range of skills and interests.  
 

Alternatively, students may wish to go into a job where it is useful to have had experience of music or 
where they will need to use some of the skills developed during this course.  These might include 
careers in the music industry, publishing, entertainment and teaching, or any job, which involves 
communication and expressive skills.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.html
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Art and Design: Photography (8206) 
 

GCSE Photography introduces students to a variety of experiences exploring a range of photographic 
techniques.  Students explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to Photography and 
the wider range of art, craft and design.  Students are encouraged to develop their ideas in a creative 
and personal manner.  Students have structured lessons where they are taught the functions of the 
camera. 
 

Digital editing is taught using Adobe Photoshop. 
  
Assessment Details:  
Component 1 (Portfolio):  60%.  Approximately 3 units of coursework will be completed.  It is 
important to understand that coursework includes preparatory studies, sketchbooks, logs and journals 
which relate to the final piece.  These supporting studies represent most of the final marks. 
 

Component 2 (Externally set assignment):  40%.  A paper set by the Examination Board.  Candidates 
will choose one starting point and spend a number of weeks of preparatory studies before completing 
a final piece during a 10-hour supervised period. 
 

Course Details:  
Students can select from a range of study areas within photography including portraiture, landscape 
or still life photography and documentary photography. 
 

What can I do with a Photography qualification?  
GCSE Photography is not only for people who wish to take their art studies further or pursue a career 
with photographs.  It also develops your ability to work independently, think creatively and solve 
problems.  These are important qualities whether applied to your professional or personal life, skills 
which colleges, universities and employers are looking for when selecting from a group of applicants. 
 

Many individuals exploring a career in photography possess a keen eye for capturing special moments. 
Photography offers creative opportunities that produce stirring images, sources of communication 
and memories.  This profession covers a wide spectrum of fields ranging from forensics and journalism 
photography to portraits and artistic adventures.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design (8204) 
 

This course has been designed to inspire, challenge and motivate every student, no matter their level 
of ability, while supporting them in developing creative skills. 
 

Students will be able to create designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched, printed or 
decorative textiles that might have a functional or non-functional purpose.  This specialism provides 
students with a range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop and explore their 
personal interests in Art and Design: Textiles without a restriction on the choices of media, scale or 
format in the work students produce. 
 

Students will look at a range of textile design from art textiles, surface pattern stitched and/or 
embellished textiles through to fashion design/illustration and soft furnishings/textiles for interiors.  
Through their work, they will also need to relate to cultural, social, historical, contemporary and 
environmental issues and consider client expectations throughout their work 
 

Assessment Details: 
The GCSE course has two components, a portfolio which comprises of three projects and an externally 
set assignment.  
 

Component 1 (Portfolio):  60%.  Students will produce a portfolio, which must include a sustained 
project developed in response to a subject, showing the journey from initial idea(s) through to a 
practical outcome demonstrating a wide range of drawing media and textile practical skills.  A 
selection of further work resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; mini projects; visits 
to galleries or museum or any independent study will also be submitted to show understanding of the 
course. 
 

Component 2 (Externally Set Assignment):  40%.  Students will choose one assignment from a range 
of titles set by AQA. They will then have preparatory time where they will cover the four assessment 
objectives required by the course, followed by 10 hours supervised practical exam. 
 

What can I do with a Textiles qualification? 
There are many routes students can go down once they have gained their Art & Design Textiles GCSE. 
Students could go to college and/or university or get a job, doing the following-Textile design, fashion 
design, interior design, milliner, jewellery designer, textiles technician, teacher/ lecturer, freelance 
artist, fashion buyer, marketing and advertising. 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Examination Board: AQA GCSE Art and Design: Three-Dimensional Design (8204) 
 

This course has been designed to inspire, challenge and motivate every student, no matter their level 
of ability, while supporting them in developing creative skills. 
 

Students will be able to create designs and products for architectural design, sculpture, ceramics, 
product design, jewellery and body adornment, interior design, environmental/landscape/garden 
design, exhibition design, 3D digital design and designs for theatre, film and television.  This specialism 
provides students with a range of creative, exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop and 
explore their personal interests in Art and Design: Three- Dimensional Design without a restriction on 
the choices of media, scale or format in the work students produce. 
 

Within the context of three-dimensional design, students must demonstrate the ability to use three-
dimensional techniques and processes which are appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for 
example:  model making, constructing, surface treatment, assembling and modelling using materials 
such as wood, acrylic, metal, clay, paper, found materials etc.  
  
Throughout their work, students will show their knowledge and understanding by using sources which 
relate to historical, contemporary, cultural, social, environmental and creative contexts. 
 

Assessment Details: 
The GCSE course has two components, a portfolio which comprises of three projects and an externally 
set assignment.  
 

Component 1 (Portfolio):  60%.  Students will produce a portfolio, which must include a sustained 
project showing the journey from initial idea(s) through to a practical outcome demonstrating 
knowledge, understanding and skills of three- dimensional design.  A selection of further work 
resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; mini projects; visits to galleries or museum or 
any independent study will also be submitted to show understanding of the course. 
 

Component 2 (Externally Set Assignment):  40%.  Students will choose one assignment from a range 
of titles set by AQA.  They will then have preparatory time where they will cover the four assessment 
objectives required by the course, followed by 10 hours supervised practical exam. 
 

What can I do with a Three-Dimensional Design qualification? 
There are many routes students can go down once they have gained their Art & Design Three-
Dimensional Design GCSE. Students could go to college and/or university or get a job, doing the 
following- architectural design, sculpture, ceramics, product design, jewellery and body adornment, 
interior design, environmental/landscape/garden design, exhibition design, 3D digital design and 
designs for theatre, film and television technician, teacher/ lecturer, freelance artist, marketing and 
advertising. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Examination Board: 
OCR Cambridge National in Child Development Level 1/2 
Certificate (J818) 

 

This course is for pupils who want to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in Child 
Development. The skills and knowledge acquired will be relevant to those who aspire to work with 
children, nursing, midwifery, social work and teaching, both Primary and Secondary.  It consists of two 
centre assessed units (Controlled Assessments) and an externally examined unit.  It provides a solid 
foundation for progression to further Health and Social Care studies.  The course is beneficial to all as 
a life skills training.  Cambridge Nationals provide a strong base for progression to Further Education, 
whether it is to Level 3 Cambridge Technicals or A Levels, apprenticeship or work. 
 

A range of food and textile related practical activity tasks will be completed during the Year 9 
foundation year of the course to encourage the development of physical, intellectual, emotional and 
social skills (PIES). 
 

What will I need to succeed? 
To ensure success in this subject, pupils will need to: 
 

• Have access to a child between birth and five years old to observe. 

• Have an interest in children and watching how they play and develop. 

• Enjoy learning about all aspects of families and children up to the age of 5. 
 

Course Content: 
Unit 1:  Pupils will learn the essential knowledge and understanding for Child Development, covering 
reproduction, contraception, antenatal care, birth, delivery, postnatal checks, and responsibilities of 
parenthood, and conditions for development, childhood illness and child safety. 
 

Unit 2:  Pupils will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and young children and an 
understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet all of 
these needs.  They will also gain knowledge of nutrition and hygiene practices and will be given the 
opportunity to evaluate dietary choices. 
 

Unit 3:  Pupils will gain knowledge and skills in development norms in children up to the age of five.  
This unit will include researching, planning, carrying out activities with children, observing, and 
reviewing these activities, as well as an understanding of the development norms and the benefits of 
play in child development. 
 

Visitors, both professionals and adults with babies and young children, will form an integral part of the 
course. 
 

Assessment Details: 
The course consists of three units: 
 

• Unit 1:  Externally set examination (50%) 

• Unit 2:  Centre Assessed unit (externally moderated) 25% 

• Unit 3:  Centre Assessed unit (externally moderated) 25%

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
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Examination Board: 
OCR Cambridge National in Creative iMedia Level 1/2 
Certificate (J817) 

 

Course Details:  
The Level 1/2 Certificate in Creative iMedia is for learners who want to acquire technical knowledge 
and technical skills through vocational contexts by applying the learned knowledge and processes 
related to investigating, exploring and creating media products as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. 
The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to 
complement GCSEs. 
 

What does the qualification cover?  
The Certificate gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:  
 

• Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in creative media production such as 
investigating and developing ideas through pre-production, production and post-production of 
media products. 

• Process that underpins effective ways of working in creative media production, such as responding 
to briefs and feedback, planning and generating ideas. 

• Attitudes that are considered most important in creative media production, including personal 
management and communication. 

• Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as 
production processes and techniques.  

 

This course complements the learning in GCSE qualifications, such as Design and Technology, Art and 
Design, and Computer Science, by broadening the application of ‘design and make’ tasks, working with 
a media brief and understanding and engaging different audiences through making compelling media 
products. 
 

Assessment Details: 
Students must complete 4 units in total.  The units break down as follows: 
 

• Mandatory unit 1:  Pre-production skills – 1hour 15 minute externally set exam 

• Mandatory unit 2:  Creating digital graphics – Centre assessed unit from set scenarios 

• 2 optional units to be decided based on the skills of the students taking the course 
 

Entry requirements: 
It is advisable that students have an interest in design and graphics.  Learners on the course will be 
produce large pieces of project work, therefore it is essential that students can manage their time and 
work independently. 
 

https://www.aschc.com/my_uploads/2020/11/websiteY10-and-Y11-qual-subject-info-2020-21.pdf
https://www.aschc.com/my_uploads/2020/11/websiteY10-and-Y11-qual-subject-info-2020-21.pdf
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Examination Board: AQA Technical Award Performing Arts (Dance Route) 
 

The multi-disciplinary Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performing Arts is designed to equip students with 
a range of practical performing arts skills and the core knowledge they’ll need to progress to further 
study, employment or apprenticeships.  Our students will specialise in the Performing Arts discipline 
of dance by gaining an understanding of choreography and performance skills, as well as building 
knowledge of how the performing arts industry works; including exploring how marketing, research 
and technical elements such as costumes, set and lighting contributes to an effective performance.  
Through practical, project-based learning, students will also develop a variety of transferable skills 
including self-appraisal, team work and problem solving. 
 

What will students study? 
Students will complete three mandatory units: 
 

Unit 1: Unlocking creativity (Practical and Written Assessment) 
Students will be asked to come up with a performance idea based on guidance from a brief provided 
by the exam board.  Students will understand, plan and deliver the activities required to put on a 
successful performance including business planning and pitching.  Students will produce a portfolio of 
research, planning and ideas to enable them to put on a performance.  They will then go on to pitch 
this idea as a group to camera. A short extract of the performance idea will also be presented. 
 

Unit 2: The production/performance (Practical Assessment) 
Students will work towards producing a performance to an audience based on a list of five briefs.  
Students will use a minimum of two disciplines from a list including: dance, choreography, physical 
theatre, costume, make-up, lighting, directing and marketing/public relations. 
 

Unit 3: The performing arts experience (Written Exam) 
Students will complete a written exam to demonstrate their knowledge of the roles and 
responsibilities within the performing arts industry, the role of performing arts in society and the 
ability to review performance.  
 

Entry Requirements:  
It is advisable that students have had some dance experience and are comfortable with dance of at 
least one style to meet the performance standards required for assessment. 
 

What can I do with Technical Award Performing Arts? 
This course provides a strong foundation to further education in dance or performing arts as well as 
providing the basics of essential life skills desired by all employers in modern society. 
 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/performing-arts/technical-award/performing-arts-3745
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Examination Board: BTEC Technical Award Enterprise 
 

Are you the next Alan Sugar?  Do you have a good head for figures and money?  Do you have a 
business brain?  If you can answer YES to these questions, then this may be the subject for you.  
 

Course Details: 
The qualification is for students who wish to acquire skills through vocational contexts by studying the 
knowledge, behaviours and skills related to researching, setting up, running and reviewing an 
enterprise as part of their Key Stage 4 learning.  
 

The qualification enables students to develop their technical skills such as market research skills, 
planning, promotional and financial skills using realistic work scenarios, and personal skills, (such as 
monitoring own performance, time management and problem solving) through a practical and skills 
based approach to learning and assessment.  
 

The students will acquire knowledge, understanding and skills to underpin their practical activities in 
assessment, and this will complement their GCSEs.  The qualification will broaden the learner’s 
experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them. 
 

Course Content: 
Component 1:  Exploring Enterprises - In this component, you will have the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and understanding of the different types of enterprise and their ownership looking at the 
characteristics of small and medium Enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurs with reasons for levels of 
success.  
 

Component 2:  Planning for and Running an Enterprise - In this component you have the opportunity 
plan how best to set up the enterprise and how to fund it.  You will then work with others to set up 
and run a micro enterprise activity, using your knowledge of entrepreneurial characteristics and 
qualities. 
 

Component 3:  Promotion and Finance for Enterprise - In this component you will investigate cash 
flow forecasts and statements, exploring the effects that positive and negative cash flow can have on 
an enterprise and suggesting ways to improve these.  You will consider the different elements of the 
promotional mix in order to be able to identify target markets. 
 

Entry requirements: 
There are no strict entry requirements for students going onto the course.  Due to the heavily 
analytical and mathematical nature of the bulk of the course, this is not a subject that is suitable for 
students with low literacy and numeracy skills.   
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
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Examination Board: 
WJEC (EDUQAS) Vocational Award in Hospitality and 
Catering Level 1/2 

 

The course has been designed to develop knowledge and understanding related to a range of topics 
including hygiene and safety, roles and responsibility of the EHO, food laws and regulations and food 
allergies and intolerances.  You will also learn about the job roles in the hospitality and catering 
industry as well as the structure of the front and back of house in catering establishments.  
 

There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect 
successful hospitality and catering operations.  In this qualification, you will also develop food 
preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem-solving, organisation and time 
management, planning and communication. 
 

What will students study? 
The course is split into two sections. 
 

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
 

• External exam worth 40% of the overall grade. 

• Duration: 90 minutes  

• Number of marks: 90 
 

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action - Coursework 
 

• Internal Controlled Assessment and a portfolio of work worth 60% of the overall grade. 

• Duration: Controlled Assessment totalling 9 hours. 
 

How will I be graded? 
L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction* 
 

What can I do with a Hospitality and Catering qualification? 
Successful completion of this qualification could lead to a number of possibilities.  There are many 
local colleges that provide advanced qualifications in food, catering and hospitality e.g. 
apprenticeships and level 1 to 3 courses. 
 

You could progress into careers like a chef, dietetics, health and social care, food technologist, nursing, 
food production and manufacture, nutritionist, hospitality, food product development and child care. 
 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_overview
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Examination Board: 
OCR Cambridge National in Sports Studies Level 1/2 
Certificate (J813) 

 

Expected Assessment Details:  The course entry requirements are based upon students having an 
interest and ability in PE, this is essential.  The assessment is a combination of a theory exam (25%), 
coursework (50%) and practical (25%).   
 

The Sport Studies course does not have any entry requirements, but an interest and ability in games 
and sport is essential.  The assessment is a combination of coursework, theory and practical.  Grades 
given from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction with a point score equivalence to the GCSE 9-1 scale. 
 

Since this is a practical course, those opting for it should be healthy and reasonably fit, and be 
prepared to participate in outdoor games in all weather conditions.  There is also an element of 
analysis of performance, which involves observing other students in a games situation and 
commenting on their technique. 
 

The syllabus: 
Module 1 (R051) 1: Contemporary Issues in Sport (Examination Assessment 25%)         

• Issues which affect participation in sport. 

• The role of sport in promoting values. 

• The importance of hosting major sporting events. 

• National Governing Bodies in sport. 
 

Module 2 (R052): Developing Sports Skills (Practical and Coursework Assessment 25%) 

• Participation in sport as an individual performer. 

• Participation in sport as part of a team. 

• Officiating in a sporting activity. 

• Analysing and evaluating how to improve sporting ability. 
 

Module 3 (R053): Sports Leadership (Practical and Coursework Assessment 25%) 

• Qualities associated with effective sports leadership. 

• Planning a sports activity session. 

• Delivering a sports activity session. 

• Evaluate a sports activity session. 
 

Module 4 (R054): Sport and the Media (Coursework Assessment 25%) 

• Sports coverage across the media. 

• Positive and negative effects the media can have on sport. 

• The relationship between sport and the media. 

• Evaluating the media’s coverage of sport. 
 

What can I do with a Sports Studies qualification?  
The nature of the course and the learning involved equips students for further education within 
physical education at both College and University level.  Sports Studies is useful for PE teaching, the 
armed forces, professional sport, physiotherapy, the police, fire service, sports centre and swimming 
pool attendants, sports coaching, personal fitness trainer, access to higher education, human biology 
based proficiency or PE teacher. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/

